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The bluethroat (Luscinia svecica) is a small passerine bird that
was formerly classed as a member of the thrush family Turdidae,
but is now more generally considered to be an Old World
flycatcher, Muscicapidae. It, and similar small European species,
are often called chats.

Bluethroat

It is a migratory
insectivorous species
breeding in wet birch wood
or bushy swamp in Europe
and Asia with a foothold in
western Alaska. It nests in
tussocks or low in dense
bushes. It winters in north
Africa and the Indian
subcontinent.

Female at Keoladeo National Park,
Bharatpur, Rajasthan, India.

The bluethroat is similar in
size to the European robin
at 13–14 cm. It is plain
brown above except for the
distinctive black tail with
red side patches. It has a
strong white supercilium.
The male has an iridescent
blue bib edged below with
successive black, white and
rust coloured borders.
Some races, such as L.
svecica svecica
(red-spotted bluethroat)
of northern Eurasia, have a
red spot in the centre of the
blue bib.

Others, such as L. svecica
cyanecula (white-spotted
Red-spotted race
bluethroat) of southern
and central Europe, have a
white spot in the centre of the blue bib. L. svecica magna in
Turkey has no central spot.
Females of all races usually have just a blackish crescent on an
otherwise cream throat and breast. Newly fledged juveniles are
freckled and spotted dark brown above.

Male

Conservation status

Least Concern (IUCN 3.1)[1]
Scientific classification
Kingdom:

Animalia

Phylum:

Chordata

Class:

Aves

Order:

Passeriformes

Family:

Muscicapidae

Genus:

Luscinia

Species:

L. svecica
Binomial name
Luscinia svecica
(Linnaeus, 1758)

Distribution of the bluethroat subspecies

Despite the distinctive appearance of the males, recent genetic studies show only limited variation between
the forms, and confirm that this is a single species.[2]
The male has a varied and very imitative song (http://audioblog.sonatura.com/?p=1057).[3] Its call is a typical
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chat chack noise.

Zink et al.(2003) Recent evolutionary history of the bluethroat
(Luscinia svecica) across Eurasia (http://www.cbs.umn.edu
/eeb/faculty/ZinkRobert/Recentevolutionary.pdf) Molecular Ecology
12:3069-3075
Eggs, Collection Museum Wiesbaden,
Germany
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Ageing and sexing (PDF; 3.4 MB) by Javier Blasco-Zumeta & Gerd-Michael Heinze
(http://aulaenred.ibercaja.es/wp-content/uploads/330_BluethroatLsvecica.pdf)
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/bluethroat%20luscinia%20svecica%20netherlands.htm)
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